Herndon Middle School

PTA Minutes

November 16, 2009

PTA President Karen Joseph called the meeting to order at 7:15 pm. 
Present at this meeting: Justine Klena, Bobby Biddle, Karen Joseph, Alicia Schmitt, Dan Bommer, Cinthia Drake, Gabriele O'Bryan, Rachel Cherian, Jerri Ricks, Kathy Blystone, Judy Haynes.
Secretary's Report: Cinthia Drake
• The Secretary presented the minutes from the last meeting (10/19/09) to be approved.  Minutes were approved.
Special Guest: Rachel Cherian
• Ms. Klena introduced a special guest, Ms. Rachel Cherian, a social worker who works at HMS.  Ms. Cherian connects HMS families to resources within the community.  She helps families in need, affected by disease and/or lack of resources.  Ms. Cherian wants to work with the PTA in putting together a plan to help families that are falling through the "cracks" and are not getting the help they need.  She explained that we can draw ideas from several other schools that already have programs in place that address this particular need in their school's community.

Karen Joseph pointed out that we would need a person to be in charge of organizing this and working together with Ms. Cherian.  Ms. Cherian would like to have a program in place that would be easily accessed by all those that need it.

Cinthia Drake also suggested that something like an "alternative gift market" could be put in place for either before Winter Break or before the end of the school year; teachers could make a list of families/students with specific needs and instead of bringing Holiday gifts or "end-of-the-school-year" gifts to the teachers, the other students could bring items from the "needs' list".

Principal's Report: Justine Klena

• On the calendar:

- Week of November 16: Honor Society Food drive;

- November 20: Spirit Day: twin day;

- November 25: Two hour early release for the Thanksgiving Holiday;


- December 1: 8th grade Honor Roll Assembly;

- December 2: 7th grade Honor Roll Assembly;

- December 9: Band concert;


- December 18: Spirit Day;


- December 11: Interims are distributed;

- December 23: Early release: Winter Break.
• Update on team spirit t-shirts:  Ms. Klena wants to keep it simple with a less monumental effort on the shirts.  A simplification of the cost and effort involved.  She proposed we rest on it for awhile.  She suggested maybe looking into other alternatives, unless we can easily find a sponsor for the t-shirts. Karen Joseph proposed an idea relating to "diversity training", which would bring the kids together through their differences.  This would boost unity and help avoid "cliques".  In the end, deciding to move on from the t-shits was the general consensus.

President's Report: Karen Joseph
• Karen talked about the "Bus Drivers Appreciation Breakfast".  There was a smaller turn out than last year: only half as many drivers attended.
• The PTA is helping some kids in the "Lose the Training Wheels" program.  Coach Thomas is heading this effort.  The program will be helping four needy kids to ride bikes.  15 to 20 HMS students volunteered to help.
• Regarding the Reflections Program, the deadline for turning in projects was extended.  There were 7 or 8 participants.  Karen observed that there was a lack of marketing between staff and students regarding the program.  Unfortunately in the end the deadline was missed and the participants were not able to turn in their projects.
• Karen talked about the upcoming Book Fair (December 7 to 11).  Elaine Volaro will be the chair person.  There will be need of parent helpers, and the volunteers will get a 20% discount on their children's purchases.
• There was some discussion about deciding to do or not to do the Battery fundraiser before the Holidays.  Ms. Klena interjected that because of the drastic budget cuts, the PTA really needs to think carefully about how to ask the community for support.  We need to think about what kinds of fundraisers we should organize, where should we prioritize in terms of school support from our families.
• Karen mentioned that the school directories are almost ready.

Treasurer's Report: Dan Bommer 
• Dan had a meeting today with Cardinal Bank to set up a hands-on, interactive "banking" program for the students.  The kids will learn about how to process checks, they will visit the vaults, and they will learn how a bank operates.  There is a need of a liaison from HMS to organize this.  This program will fit in the curriculum (Math, History) and it could be a twice a week after school thing.  The benefits of this program include an increase in financial literacy and the opportunity to participate in a "real world" educational experience.
Team Spirit T-Shirt Report: Judy Haynes
• Judy contacted Reston Shirt & Graphics who could do the shirts for $4.45 a piece ($6,000 total).  Judy has been doing a lot of work trying to get sponsors.  Unfortunately, she has had very few leads and not many responses.  After her report, the PTA decided to put the t-shirt effort on hold until a later date.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:10pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Cinthia Drake
HMS PTA Secretary
